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INITIATIVE VIENNA OF THE NLS
ARGUMENT
The Dream and its Relation to the Unconscious
"A dream is only a dream" - they say sometimes. Is that so? However, one way or the other,
we are left with a certain puzzle, with some ambiguity when we mention the word "dream".
For Freud, "the interpretation of dreams is the via regia to a knowledge of the unconscious in
our psychic life" (in The Interpretation of Dreams). But at the same time Freud claimed (see,
for example, the case of Female Homosexuality) that "The dream is not the 'Unconscious.'"
How should one understand this (apparent) gap between Freud's two claims? Would not this
gap, this space or this boundary, lead us to the area that Lacan calls the 'real unconscious'? In
the same way as what Freud calls "the navel of the dream" leads us, according to his words,
"to the unknown", to what cannot be reached or interpreted?
From the moment dreams are recounted in analysis - we are able to see that the dream is an
immanent part of the parlêtre's urgencies in the analysis, but, at the same time, it is also part
of transference itself, as Freud saw clearly. What are, then, its relations to the assumption of
knowledge, on the one hand, and its relations to 'satisfaction', which, according to Lacan (in
Preface to the English Edition of Seminar XI), is articulated to 'urgency', on the other hand?
These are a few questions.
Yes, we are going to talk about the dream, which to Freud is "the surest ground of psychoanalysis and the field in which every worker must win his convictions and gain his education" (in
Five Lecture on Psychoanalysis). The seminar will also include three clinical cases, that at
least one dream would be at their center.
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